
 

 

 

 
E.N. Joy  
 
Sweet Bobbies Cake 
Creations  
 
Jessica  Tilles  
 
Leslie Thompson , Esq.  
 
Ms. Pantha Jones  
 
Dominique Wilkins  
 
PR Guru, Anthony  
Dew  
 
Book reviews & News  
 
˵̡̛̟̖̠̖̎̕M̠ ˵̡̟̖̠̠̎̕̚ 
Creations  

 

K nowledge  

& Joy  

VOL 1, Number 2  



 
 

   Sweet Bobbieõs Cake Creations               

                                       

Dominique Wilkins                                       

 Book Reviews  Shelia E. Lipsey                 June Michael  

    Renee Flagler  

 

Christmas Creations  with Nnecka/ Christina  

These select publishing 

experts, authors, and 

business owners would 

like to share the gifts of 

knowledge and joy with 

you, this holiday season. 

Enjoy!   Andrea 
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Location: Route 301 in Maryland 

The owner was feeding her beautiful horses, when I stopped to take this picture. She was kind 

enough to explain the story of the barn. Perhaps I will share it another time. In short, she 

remarked that we all should get along. To me, Christmas is partly about sharing joy with others; 

not necessarily through material expressions of giving, but simply treating each other like human 

beings. 

 

 

Christmas is supposed to be a joyous time of year. Somehow, itôs become incredibly 

commercialized with a watered down purpose. Before the leftover Thanksgiving turkey soup 

even began to boil, many stores opened their doors earlier than the previous year, to enable 

buyers the ability to peruse aisles in search of televisions and things most of us really do not 

need. It always amazes me that fights break out in lines and toy isles. There was a time when 

many individuals were raised to be thankful for essential items under the tree, down to t-shirts 

and new tube socks. Receiving one new toy was as good as fifty. Baking cookies, and packing 

them for friends and neighbors in tin cans for gifts were treasured acts of kindness and sharing. 

Where have most of these basic values gone today?  

 

Considering the recent, horrible shooting that took place in Newtown, Connecticut, it is easy to 

see that our society needs more kindness, love, and empathy. But even before this tragedy, most 

of us can think of countless examples in which division and hatred rules peopleôs minds and 

hearts. The lack of respect for a fellow human being in society seems to diminish more each day. 



The way a fair amount of people communicate is harsh, brash and unnecessarily rude. The things 

that are done to others who arenôt in a favored network can be downright mean. A kind person is 

not necessarily a pushover, but even the most popular television shows entail humiliating 

someone else. Does kindness still have a solid place in our society today? 

 

Intentionally negative, deceptive and highly critical people are energy zappers. Why give them 

precious time? Proactive people have too much work to do. As cronies climb the ladder of 

success, kind and ethical people stand out. They are the same the first day we meet as the last. 

Their positive energy is infectious and beautiful. So, there can be danger in generalizing, 

although crossing paths with genuine people can be difficult. Somehow, like-minded people find 

each other--eventually. 

 

While authors strive to sell manuscripts, gain readers, and promote our brands, we are constantly 

reminded that publishing is indeed a tough business.  However, Godôs favor prevails. If 

something fabulous is meant to happen, it will unfold naturally, whenever the good Lord says so.  

 

In this issue, I would like to celebrate kindness and joy, in the memory of loved ones you, or 

someone you know, may have lost, and simply to remind us to stop and think about how we treat 

others from day-to-day. When weôre kind to each other, the power of our purpose multiplies. 

One joy of living is reflecting upon relationships that we have cultivated.  

 

When you read each interview, you will explore a part of the lives of phenomenal people. I am 

grateful for their willingness to share jewels of information that they learned, while walking the 

road of achievement. Any aspiring author should spend considerable time learning as much as he 

or she can, before embarking upon a ñgloriousò ride on the literary rollercoaster. Even veteran 

authors can experience business snafus that leave them questioning what they could have done 

differently. For these reasons, I have chosen well-respected experts in the field to answer 

questions about their careers, and offer insight to others.  However, this issue is meant to merely 

serve as a starting point. If you are a writer, research referrals that you are given to increase your 

chances of being matched up with the correct person with whom you can join forces to 

accomplish your goals. 

 

Lastly, the small business owners who offered their insight about what they do explode with 

knowledge, passion, joy and kindness. Any reader or book lover should feel entertained, but also 

rejoice in knowing that perseverance often pays off. Without further delay, please welcome E.N. 

Joyðauthor and executive editor for Urban Christian. Her happy demeanor is what stood out 

when I met her at a recent retreat. The remaining participants who follow are equally captivating.  

 

Warm holiday wishes to you and yours.  

 

ðAndrea Blackstone 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

BLESSEDselling Author E. N. Joy  
Executive Editor for Urban Christian 

 
 

       
 
 

 

 

 

 



How long have you been writing and working in the literary industry? 
I have been writing since the days of elementary journal and rainy day writings.  Writing has 

always been my escape in life.  For some it's chocolate or shopping. For me it's pen and paper. I 

used to enter writing and poetry contests all the time when I was in school. I even won a couple 

and still have the certificates to this day.  Over the years, as I got older, I wrote several short 

stories. It was 1998 when I decided to compile the stories and create my first work, Please Tell 

Me If The Grass Is Greener, which I self-published. A year later I self-published World On My 

Shoulders, which was a book of poetry.  I then went on to self-publish my first full-length 

novel, The Root of All Evil, which was eventually picked up by a major publishing house.  In the 

past 14 years I have self-published, published traditionally, agented authors, done freelance 

editing as well as work as an editor for publishing houses.  I'm the current acquisition editor for 

Urban Christian, an imprint of Urban Books in which the titles are distributed by Kensington 

Publishing Corp.  I instruct publishing workshops as well as children's works. I write songs and I 

do ghost writing and one-on-one literary consulting. 

  

What are the names of your books? 
I formerly wrote secular titles under the names Joylynn M. Jossel (The Root of All Evil, When 

Souls Mate, etc...) and JOY (Dollar Bill, If I Ruled the World, etc...). I have written a children's 

story under the name N. Joy (The Secret Olivia Told Me).  Since writing Christian fiction, I have 

written nine titles: She Who Finds a Husband, Been There Prayed That, Love Honor or Stray, 

Trying to Stay Saved and I Can Do Better All By Myself (all part of the "New Day Divas" series). 

I have also written And You Call Yourself A Christian, The Perfect Christian and The Sunday 

Only Christian (all part of the "Still Divas" series). My first Christian fiction title is Me, Myself 

and Him. 

  

Was it difficult to transition from penning street lit erature to Christian fiction and young 

adult literature? Why did you make this decision? 
As far as being able to pen entertaining, captivating and life altering projects; no, that  

was not difficult at all. It was difficult to get my readers to make the journey from secular 

writings to Christian fiction with me. I knew from the moment I made a decision to write stories 

that glorified God that I would lose a great hunk of the readership that I'd worked so  hard to earn 

over the years. A writer always wants to please his/her readers.  That's exactly what I wanted to 

do, but first I had to please God. I wasn't born on the church pew, nor have I been saved all my 

life, but when I finally did turn my life over to Jesus, I couldn't do some of the things I used to 

do.  I couldn't go some of the places I used to go or say some of the things I used to say.  

Ultimately, I couldn't write some of the things I used to write, which is why I made the decision 

to deliver God's word through the written word. 

 

What do you feel are some of your most noteworthy accomplishments in your career? 

I was ecstatic when I learned that a book I had written with New York Times Best selling 

Author, Brenda Jackson, titled An All Night Man, had received the best selling African American 

romance by Borders at the Romance Writers of American National Conference. Having my 

novel, Dollar Bill , appear in Newsweek and be translated to Japanese and sold in Japan was also 

a wonderful accomplishment.  I must admit, though, that my children's story, The Secret Olivia 

Told Me, receiving the American Library Association Coretta Scott King honor and then be 

acquired by Scholastic Books has been the icing on the cake. 



  

As an acquisitions editor, what is a common mistake that many aspiring authors overlook 

when submitting manuscripts to you? 
For me, the most common mistake is authors sending in manuscripts to be considered for 

publication without first having it edited.  I know-I know; publishing houses have editors that 

they use after they pick up your story.  Key words: "after they pick up your story." I understand 

that most manuscripts are submitted by first time, aspiring authors.  But an author who takes the 

time to invest and attempts to learn and hone in on the craft of both writing and storytelling is the 

one who catches the publisher's eye. Believe it or not, some authors don't even do spell check 

before submitting their manuscript while others don't write it in the correct format, which could 

be eliminated by simply picking up another book to see how it's formatted when it comes to 

dialogue, etc... This extra care-or lack of- that a writer puts into their submission gives the 

publisher an idea of what type of author they would be dealing with if acquiring the story. 

  

Are there any doôs and donôtôs, when it comes to penning Christian fiction? 
Some authors who write Christian fiction do not write for a Christian fiction imprint, therefore 

there are really no guidelines for how they must pen their story. I, in fact, do write for a Christian 

fiction imprint that has specific writing guidelines.  The do's and don'ts of penning Christian 

fiction really boils down to the publisher. So I suggest an author wanting to submit work in 

that genre do the research of the publishing house in which they are submitting their work to.  If 

the guidelines state "no cursing," then be mindful and eliminate any use of curse words (even if 

the words do appear in the Bible). 

  

Should submissions always be edited first?  
I strongly believe that an author should turn in the best manuscript possible.  If that means hiring 

an editor, then by all means they should do so. 

  

Do you require submitting ideas through an agent? 
Urban Christian does not require that an author submit their work through an agent.  I'll give you 

a little tip though: represented manuscripts get moved to the top of the pile to be reviewed! 

  

What is one important thing an experienced author without a book deal can do to grow his 

or her career? 

As an author who has written under many names and many genres, I am often asked advice from 

both aspiring authors and seasoned authors as well. Even as a seasoned author, there is still 

always so much more to learn and it is always a blessing to be able to engage in the quality of 

sharing among other authors. With that being said, I'd like to share what I think is the most 

valuable advice an author could ever receive:  "KNOW AND GET YOUR AUDIENCE 

BEFORE YOU EVEN FINISH THE BOOK!" 

  

I know; sounds like hustling backwards, right?  Sounds like creating a hype for something that 

doesn't even exist, right?  Sounds like fraud-a scam, right?  WRONG! 

  

The most valuable thing an author can ever do is to generate a fan base-have tons of people 

sitting on the edge of their seats waiting for a book to come out.  Think about it; doesn't 

Hollywood do it all the time when it comes to movies?  Doesn't the Lifetime 



Movie Network have the ladies setting their DVR months in advance for a movie with all those 

teasing previews they show?  Or the huge wrestling events have men doing pay per view months 

in advance? Shouldn't the same go for the literary world? 

  

I say yes, and that authors should stop selling themselves short by not considering their product 

to be something so worthy that folks need to mark their calendars for its release...pre order, etc...  

Hustling backwards is creating a product, filling your warehouse, garage, dining room, etc... with 

it, and then trying to figure out who would want to buy it and how to get them to buy it. 

  

The minute a person knows they are going to write that book and they have that title engraved in 

stone, they should create a cover.  Even if it's just a mock cover with a black background and the 

title is in a large white letters, create a visual to give people.  Begin promoting it.  Begin teasing 

people with a synopsis and one liners from the book.  Create a website giving the release date.  

Have no idea when the book will be done?  Then just say "Coming Soon."  Once there is a 

concrete release date, begin taking pre-orders.  Please be realistic with that release date.  There is 

nothing worse than having a reader sitting on the edge of their seat waiting for a book to come 

out, and then the release date comes and goes, especially if they have pre-ordered it.  By that 

time they have moved on to the next author and no longer trust that the book will ever come out. 

  

Every chance the author gets, they should tell people about their forthcoming title. Get all their 

friends and family to tell people as well.  Create a social networking page.  Take out ads with 

literary promotional companies like Sormag.  Get book marks, postcards, etc...  Even send book 

stores information about the forthcoming title.  Of course the author needs to do all of this while 

writing the book, but as I always say (and any author will tell you), writing the book is the easy 

part.  Selling it is the killer.  But I strongly believe if an author generates their audience first (and 

knows who their audience is...who the book will appeal to), do some marketing and promoting 

before the book is ever even written, it will make the task of selling the book once it is released 

that much easier. 

  

 



 

All About Joy 

 

BLESSEDselling Author E. N. Joy is the writer behind the five book series, ñNew Day Divasò and 

the ñStill Divasò three book series, which have been coined the ñSoap Opera In Print.ò  Formerly 

writing secular works under the names Joylynn M. Jossel and JOY, this award-winning author has 

been sharing her literary expertise on conference panels in her home town of Columbus, Ohio as well 

as cities across the country. 

In 2000, Joy formed her own publishing company, END OF THE RAINBOW projects. In 2004, 

Joy branched off into the business of literary consulting where she provides one-on-one consultations 

and literary services such as ghost writing, editing, professional read-throughs, write behinds, etc.  Her 

clients consist of first time authors, Essence Magazine bestselling authors, New York Times bestselling 

authors, and entertainers. 

Some of Joyôs works have received honors such as Essence Magazine bestseller, Borders 

bestselling African American Romance Award, appeared in Newsweek and have also been translated 

to Japanese.  Joyôs childrenôs story, The Secret Olivia Told Me (written under N. Joy), received the 

American Library Association Coretta Scott King Honor.  Book club rights were acquired by 

Scholastic Books and the book has sold almost 100,000 copies.  Elementary and middle school 

children have fallen in love with reading and creative writing as a result of the readings and workshops 

Joy performs in schools nationwide. 

Currently, Joy is the executive editor for Urban Christian, an imprint of Urban Books in which the 

titles are distributed by Kensington Publishing Corporation.  In addition, Joy is the artistic developer 

for a young girl group named DJHK Gurls. Joy pens original songs for the group that deal with 

messages that affect todayôs youth, such as bullying. You can visit Joy at www.enjoywrites.com. 

http://www.enjoywrites.com/


 

Ms. Robin/ Sweet Bobbie McClain pictured with celebrities, incuding Dick Gregory,  Correta Scott King and Melba More. 

         Sweet Bobbies Cake Creations               
  Welcome to the world of edible artistry . 

 

 

 



 

The late Rosa Parks is pictured above, with her  delicious �6�Z�H�H�W���%�R�E�E�L�H�·�V���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���F�D�N�H! 

       

Usherôs sweet treat was baked with love by the best. 


