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Location: Route 301 in Maryland
The owner was feeding her beautiful horses, when | stopped to take this picture. She was kind
enough to explain the story of the barn. Perhaps | will share it another time. In short, she
remarked thiawe all should get along. To me, Christmas is partly about sharing joy witls;other
not necessarily throughaterial expressions of giving, but simply treating each other like human
beings.

Christmas iss u pposed to be a | oy osbsconteinonediblp f year .
commercialized with a watered down purpose. Betloedeftover Thanksgiving turkey soup

even began to bgimany stores opened their doors earlier than the preyeasso enable

buyers the ability to perusisles in search of tel&ions and things most of us reatlg not

need. It always amazes me that fights break out in lines and toyTis&s. was a time when

many individuals were raised to be thankful for essential items under the tree, destirt® t

and newtubesocks. Reeiving one new toy was as good as fifty. Baking cookies, and packing
them for friends and neighbors in tin cans for gifts were treasured acts of kindness and sharing.
Where have most dhesebasicvalues gone today?

Considering the recent, horrible siimg that took place iNewtown,Connecticutjt is easy to
see that our society needs more kindnles®, and empathyBut even befor¢histragedy, most

of us can think of countless exampl esd i n whi

hearts The lack of respect for a fellow human being in society seems to diminish more each day.




The way a fair amount gfeople communicate is harditashand unnecessarily rud&he things
t hat ar e done tihafavorediemoriscarnvibé downaigimeeand kind person is
not necessarily a pushover, but even the most popular television shows entail humiliating
someone els@oes kindness still have a solid place in our society today?

Intentionally negative, deceptive and highly critical peoplecaergy zappers. Why give them
precious time? Proactive people have too much work tAslaronies climb the ladder of
success, kind and ethical people stand Dy are the same the first day we meet as the last.
Their positive energy is infectious ahdautiful.So, there can be danger in generalizing,
although crossing paths with genuine people can be difficult. Somékewninded peopldind
each othereventually

While authorsstrive to sell manuscripts, gain readers, and promote our brands e@natantly
reminded that publishing is indeedoaughbusiness.HoweverGod 6 s f avldbr pr evai
something fablous is meant to happenwill unfold naturallywhenever the good Lord says so.

In this issue, | would like to celebrate kindness ayd in the memory of loved ongsu, or
someone you knownay havdost, and simply to remind us to stop and thatlouthow we treat

others from dayjo-dayWh en we 6r e Kk i n dooweroof oarpurpgose otltiplees. , t h e

One joy of living is reflectig upon relationships that vievecultivated.

When you read each interview, you will explore a part of the lives of phenomenal people. | am
grateful for their willingness to share jewels of information that they learned, while walking the
road of achiewment Any aspiring author should spend considerable time learning as much as he
or she can, before embar lkerarywllencgasien Even vetggdno r i o
authors can experience business snafus that leave them questioning whatlthiesvealone
differently. For these reasons, | have chosen-reslbected experts in the field to answer

guestions about their careers, and offer insight to othdosvever this issue is meant to merely
serve as a starting poitit.you are a writer, resarch referrals thatou are given to increasgur
chance®f beingmatchedup with the correct person witkhom you can join forces to

accomplishyour goals.

Lastly, the small business owners who offered their insight atdoait they do explode with
knowledge passionjoy and kindness. Any reader or book lover should feel entertained, but also
rejoice in knowing that perseverance often pays off. Without further delay, please welcome E.N.
Joyd author and executive editor for Urban Christian. Her happyedeor is what stood out

when | met her at eecentretreat. The remaining participants who follow are equally captivating.

Warmholiday wishes to you and yours.

d Andrea Blackstone
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How long have you been writing and working in the literary industry?

| have been writing since the days of elementary journal and rainy day writvggng has
always been my escape in lifEor some it's chocolate or shopping. For me it's pen and paper. |
used to enter writing and poetry contests all the time when | was in sckweeh Won a couple
and still have the certificates to this daver the years, as | got oldéryrote seveal short
stories.It was 1998 when | decided to compile the stories and create my firstiVedse Tell
Melf The Grass Is Greengwhich | seltpublished A year later | selpublishedworld On My
Shoulderswhich was a book of poetry.then went orto selfpublish my first fultlength

novel, The Root of All Evilwhich was eventually picked up by a major publishing hous¢he
past 14 years | have sgltiblished, published traditionally, agented authors, done freelance
editing as well as work asiaditor for publishing house$m the current acquisition editor for
Urban Christian, an imprint of Urban Books in which the titles are distributed by Kensington
Publishing Corp.l instruct publishing workshops as well as children's wdrksite song andl

do ghost writing and oren-one literary consulting.

What are the names of your books?

| formerly wrote secular titles under the names Joylynn M. JoBBelRoot of All Evil, When
Souls Mateetc...) and JOYOollar Bill, If | Ruled the Worlde&c...). | have written a children'’s
story under the name N. Jolhe Secret Olivia Told Me Since writing Christian fiction, | have
written nine titlesShe Who Finds a Husband, Been There Prayed That, Love Honor or Stray,
Trying to Stay Saveahdl CanDo Better All By Myselfall part of the "New Day Divas" series).

| havealso writtenAnd You Call Yourself A Christian, The Perfect ChrisaadThe Sunday

Only Christian(all part of the "Still Divas" series). My first Christian fiction titleNte, My®If

and Him

Was it difficult to transition from penning street lit erature to Christian fiction and young

adult literature? Why did you make this decision?

As far as being able to pen entertaining, captivating and life altering projects; no, that

was na difficult at all. It was difficult to get my readers to make the journey from secular
writings to Christian fiction with me. | knew from the moment | made a decision to write stories
that glorified God that | would lose a great hunk of the readershipdha&orked sohard to earn
over the years. A writer always wants to please his/her reatieat's exactly what | wanted to

do, but first | had to please God. | wasn't born on the church pew, nor have | been saved all my
life, but when | finally did tan my life over to Jesus, | couldn't do some of the things | used to
do. | couldn't go some of the places | used to go or say some of the things | used to say.
Ultimately, | couldn't write some of the things | used to write, which is why | made theéotecis

to deliver God's word through the written word.

What do you feel are some of your most noteworthy accomplishments in your career?

| was ecstatic when | learned that a book | had written with New York Times Best selling
Author, Brenda Jackson, titlekh All Night Man had received the best selling African American
romance by Borders at the Romance Writers of American National Conference. Having my
novel,Dollar Bill, appear ifNewsweeland be translated to Japanese and sold in Japan was also
a wonderfulaccomplishmentl must admit, though, that my children's stdFizge Secret Olivia

Told Me receiving the American Library Association Coretta Scott King honor and then be
acquired by Scholastic Books has been the icing on the cake.




As an acquisitions ditor, what is a common mistake that many aspiring authors overlook
when submitting manuscripts to you?

For me, the most common mistake is authors sending in manuscripts to be considered for
publication without first having it edited.know-I know; publshing houses have editors that
they useafter they pick up your storyKey words: "after they pick up your story.” I understand
that most manuscripts are submitted by first time, aspiring autBortsan author whaoakes the

time to invest anattemptsa learn and hone in on the craft of both writing and storytelling is the
one who catches the publisher's eye. Believe it or not, some authors don't even do spell check
before submitting their manuscript while others don't write it in the correct formiat) wbuld

be eliminated by simply picking up another book to see how it's formatted when it comes to
dialogue, etc..This extra car®r lack of that a writer puts into their submission gives the
publisher an idea of what type of author they would bemtgalith if acquiring the story.

Are there any dods and dond6étds, when it com
Some authors who write Christian fiction do not write for a Christian fiction imprint, therefore
there are really no guidelines for how they npest their story. I, in fact, do write for a Christian
fiction imprint that has specific writing guideline$he do's and don'ts of penning Christian

fiction really boils down to the publisher. So | suggest an author wanting to submit work in
thatgenre @ the research of the publishing house in which they are submitting their wdfk to.

the guidelines state "no cursing," then be mindful and eliminate any use of curse words (even if
the words do appear in the Biple

Should submissions always be editefitst?
| strongly believe that an author should turn in the best manuscript podsiibiat means hiring
an editor, then by all means they should do so.

Do you require submitting ideas through an agent?
Urban Christian does not require that an augiudamit their work through an agent! give you
a little tip though: represented manuscripts get moved to the top of the pile to be reviewed!

What is one important thing an experienced author without a book deal can do to grow his

or her career?

As an author who has written under many names and many genres, | am often asked advice from
both aspiring authors and seasoned authors asBvelh as a seasoned author, there is still

always so much more to learn ahd always a blessing to be able to agg in the quality of

sharing among other authowWith that being said, I'd like to share what | think is the most

valuable advice an author could ever receRKINOW AND GET YOUR AUDIENCE

BEFORE YOU EVEN FINISH THE BOOK!"

| know; sounds like hustlingackwards, right?Sounds like creating a hype for something that
doesn't even exist, right3ounds like fraugh scam, right WRONG!

The most valuable thing an author can ever do is to generate a famalvagens of people
sitting on the edge of theseats waiting for a book to come odithink about it; doesn't
Hollywood do it all the time when it comes to movieS@esn't the ifetime

e s




Movie Networkhavethe ladiessettingtheir DVR months in advance for a movie with all those
teasing previews theshow? Or the huge wrestling events hawen doing pay per view months
in advance? Shouldn't the same go for the literary world?

| say yes, and that authors should stop selling themselves short by not considering their product
to be something so worthigdt folks need to mark their calendars for its release...pre order, etc...
Hustling backwards is creating a product, filling your warehouse, garage, dining room, etc... with
it, and then trying to figure out who would want to buy it and how to get thémmtd.

The minute a persdinows they are going to write that book @hdy have that title engraved in
stone, they should create a covEren if it's just a mock cover with a black background thied

title is in a large white letters, create a vidimagive people.Begin promoting it.Begin teasing
people with a synopsis amde liners from the bookCreate a website giving the release date.
Have no idea when the book will be don€Ren just say "Coming SoonOnce there is a

concrete releasdate, begin taking prerders. Pleasébe realistic with that release dafEhere is
nothing worse than having a reader sitting on the edge of their seat waiting for a book to come
out, and then the release date comes and gspscially if they have prerdered it. By that

time they have moved on to the next author and no longethaighe book will ever come out.

Every chancéhe authogets, they should tell people aboheir forthcoming titleGet all their
friends and family to tell people agll. Create a social networking pag€ake out ads with

literary promotional companies like Sorma@et book marks, postcards, et&ven send book
stores information abotihe forthcoming title.Of course the author needsdo all of this while
writing the book, but as | always say (and any author will tell you), writing the book is the easy
part. Selling it is the killer.But | strongly believe iin authogenerates their audience first (and
knows who their audience is...who the book will egdge), do some marketing and promoting
before the book is ever evemitten, it will make the task of selling the book once it is released
that much easier.




All About Joy

BLESSEDselling Author E. N. Joy is the w
the AStill Di vas 0 htahvree eb ebeano kc osi enreide st, h ew hii S(
writing secular works under the names Joylynn M. Jossel and JOYawhistwinning author has
been sharing her literary expertise on conference panels in her home town of Columbus, Ohig
as cites across the country.

In 2000, Joy formed her own publishing company, END OF THE RAINBOW projecz004,
Joy branched off into the business of literary consulting where she provides-one consultationg
and literary services such as ghost writiaditing, professional reatthroughs, write behids, etc.Her
clients consist of first time authofSssence Magazireestselling authordyew York Timebestselling
authors, and entertainers.

Some of Joyds wor ks h a \Essence éViagaie bestdellerh Banders
bestselling African American Romance Award, appeargdewsweeland have also been translat
to Japanese. J Thy Besret Ollvia Tott Méwritirs undert No Joy),, received th
American Library Association Corett&cott King Honor. Book club rights were acquired
Scholastic Books and the book has sold almost 100,000 copies. Elementary and middlg
children have fallen in love with reading and creative writing as a result of the readings and wol
Joy performs in schools nationwide.

Currently, Joy is the executive editor for Urban Christian, an imprint of Urban Books in whig
titles are distributed by Kensington Publishing Corporation. In addition, Joy is the artistic dey
for a young girl grop named DJHK GurlsJoy pens original songs for the group that deal v
messages that affect todayds ywwwenjoywritesgoenh a



http://www.enjoywrites.com/

Ms. Robin/ Sweet Bobbie McClairpictured with cekbrities, incuding Dick Gregory, Correta Scott King and Melba More.
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